
A HOUSE IS NOT A HOME 

HOT QUESTIONS 

Question: “The story A House is Not a Home reflects that material possessions can be replaced, but 
relationships and memories are irreplaceable.” Justify this statement with reference to the story.  

Answer: In A House is Not a Home, the narrator’s house burns down, destroying all his belongings, 
including personal mementos. Initially, he is devastated by the loss, as these items held sentimental value. 
However, he learns to rebuild his life through the love and support of his community, schoolmates, and 
family. The reunion with his lost cat, which symbolized warmth and companionship, helps him realize that 
relationships and shared memories are the true essence of home. Material possessions, while important, 
can be replaced, but the bonds we form with others and the cherished moments we create are priceless. 
This understanding helps him overcome his grief and embrace life with newfound hope and gratitude. 

Question: “True strength lies in rebuilding life after a tragedy.” Justify this statement with reference 
to A House is Not a Home. 

Answer: In A House is Not a Home, the narrator faces a devastating tragedy when his house burns down, 
leaving him homeless and emotionally shattered. He feels isolated in his new school and struggles to cope 
with the loss of his possessions and sense of security. However, with the support and kindness of his 
schoolmates, teachers, and community, he begins to rebuild his life. The rediscovery of his cat, which 
symbolizes hope and comfort, motivates him to move forward. This journey demonstrates his inner 
strength and resilience in overcoming despair and starting anew. The story teaches that true strength lies 
in accepting the challenges of life, drawing support from others, and rebuilding with determination and 
hope. 

Question: “The story A House is Not a Home highlights the significance of emotional support during 
tough times.” Justify this statement with reference to the story. 

Answer: In A House is Not a Home, the narrator experiences profound loss when his house is destroyed by 
fire. He feels isolated, especially in his new school, where he initially struggles to connect with others. 
However, the compassion shown by his schoolmates, teachers, and community plays a pivotal role in 
helping him recover. They provide emotional support through kind gestures, gifts, and encouragement, 
gradually restoring his confidence and sense of belonging. The discovery of his cat, which he thought was 
lost, further uplifts his spirits, reaffirming the power of love and connection. The story emphasizes that 
during challenging times, emotional support from others can provide the strength to heal, rebuild, and find 
hope. 

                                                                                   SHORT QUESTIONS 

1. Question: How did the narrator feel after losing his home to the fire? 

Answer: The narrator felt devastated and overwhelmed after losing his home to the fire. He struggled to 
come to terms with the loss of his belongings and cherished memories. This tragedy left him feeling 
vulnerable, isolated, and detached from his surroundings, especially in his new school. However, the 



kindness of his community and the eventual reunion with his cat helped him begin the process of 
emotional healing. 

2. Question: What role did the narrator’s mother play during the fire? 

Answer: During the fire, the narrator’s mother displayed courage and selflessness. After ensuring the 
narrator’s safety, she risked her life by running back into the burning house to retrieve important documents 
and mementos. Her actions reflected her resilience and deep sense of responsibility, even in a life-
threatening situation. Her bravery left a lasting impression on the narrator.  

3. Question: How did the narrator’s classmates support him? 

Answer: The narrator’s classmates were extremely kind and supportive. They brought him books, clothes, 
and other supplies to replace what he had lost in the fire. Their thoughtful gestures and efforts to include 
him helped the narrator feel valued and accepted. This emotional support played a crucial role in helping 
him overcome his feelings of isolation and despair. 

4. Question: How did the narrator’s attitude towards life change after the fire? 

Answer: The fire was a turning point for the narrator, as it taught him to value relationships and emotional 
bonds over material possessions. Initially devastated, he gradually found hope and strength through the 
support of his community and schoolmates. The reunion with his cat also renewed his sense of optimism. 
This experience helped him develop resilience and gratitude, shaping a more positive outlook on life. 

5. Question: Why was the narrator’s reunion with his cat so significant? 

Answer: The narrator’s reunion with his cat was a moment of immense emotional relief and joy. The cat, a 
beloved companion, symbolized comfort and continuity in his disrupted life. Finding the cat alive after 
believing it was lost in the fire brought him hope and happiness, helping him reconnect with a sense of 
normalcy and easing his emotional burden. 

6. Question: What challenges did the narrator face in his new school? 

Answer: In his new school, the narrator felt out of place and struggled to connect with his classmates. The 
fire compounded his sense of isolation, as he had lost not only his home but also his old friends and 
belongings. Initially, he found it difficult to adjust to the unfamiliar environment, but the kindness of his 
new classmates eventually helped him feel included and supported. 

7. Question: How did the community come together to help the narrator? 

Answer: The community showed immense solidarity and compassion by helping the narrator after the fire. 
His classmates arranged clothes, food, and basic necessities to help him rebuild his life. Their collective 
empathy provided not only material assistance but also emotional support, demonstrating the power of 
unity and kindness in times of crisis. 

8. Question: What does the story teach about resilience? 

Answer: The story teaches that resilience involves finding strength to rebuild life after a tragedy. Despite 
losing his home and possessions, the narrator gradually recovers with the help of his family, community, 



and friends. His ability to adapt, coupled with the emotional support he receives, highlights that resilience 
is fuelled by hope, love, and determination to move forward. 

9. Question: How did the narrator’s perspective on life change after the fire? 

Answer: After the fire, the narrator realized that material possessions are replaceable, but relationships 
and emotional connections are priceless. This experience shifted his focus from mourning his losses to 
appreciating the support and love of those around him. It taught him the value of resilience, gratitude, and 
the importance of cherishing meaningful bonds over material things. 

10. Question: How does the title A House is Not a Home reflect the story’s theme? 

Answer: The title reflects the story’s theme by emphasizing that a house becomes a home through love, 
care, and relationships. The narrator’s house is destroyed, but the emotional support from his mother, 
friends, and community helps him rebuild a sense of belonging. This highlights that physical structures can 
be replaced, but the warmth of human connections is what truly defines a home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


